Parachutes and esprit de corps 


posers, $ 


Debora 


A member of the Texas National Guard's 143rd Infantry unit was deactivated Sunday, its official last day is Sept. 
Division glides through the sky during a ceremonial jump 1. Some of the division's soldiers plan to leave the Army, 
at Camp Swift outside Bastrop on Sunday. Although the and some will join other units. 


_Paratroopers mark retirement 
of unit with one last jump 


By JANET JACOBS 
American-Statesman Staff 


ASTROP — After fighting the 
nation’s enemies for nearly a 
century, the 148rd Infantry Di- 
vision couldn’t fight disarmament. 
The unit, now just a single company 


of 195 soldiers, was deactivated in a ' 


formal ceremony Sunday afternoon at 
Camp Swift, where it trains, nine miles 
from Bastrop. 

Although it marked the retirement 
of a historic unit, Sunday’s event had 
the air of a party. 

The Texas National Guardsmen 
were joined by their spouses, children 
and parents, who drank lemonade 
while watching paratroopers leap 
from a helicopter. 

Afterward, the unit’s flag was rolled 
up, slipped into a special case and 
_ carried off by a soldier wearing a 
bright red uniform with a white sun 
helmet, the dress uniform worn during 
the Spanish-American War. 

When they were finally dismissed, 
the soldiers shook hands and hugged, 
even though many of them will have at 
least two more weeks together before 
the official deactivation date of Sept. 1. 

About 80 of the members have cho- 
sen to leave the military, while others 
will go on to help form new brigades in 
Dallas, Houston and Fort Worth. 


First Lt. Gregory Pollock looks away as a CH-47 Chinook helicopter lands to 
pick up soldiers for their final jump on Sunday. Some of the soldiers will go 
on to new brigades to do reconnaissance from Humvees on the ground. 


In those brigades, however, they 
won’t be jumping from planes or heli- 
copters, but they will do their recon- 
naissance from Humvees on the 
ground, said Col. Shelby Little, a per- 
sonnel officer. 

“This is my whole military career, 
right here,” said platoon leader Mario 
Tecson, who has been with the group 


for six years. 

Immediately after the ceremony, 
Tecson was already running to catcha 
plane to.Georgia, where he is in officer 
training school. He flew back to Texas ` 
for one last jump with his men. 

“T wouldn’t have missed this for the 
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Some soldiers in deactivated unit 
to trade parachutes for Humvees 
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world,”:Tecson said. 

It’s the people, not the job, who 
will be missed, said Sgt. Dan Sta- 
pleton, who has been with the unit 
for 24 years. 

Aparatrooper’s work is dirty and 
difficult, but the people are special, 
he said. 

“Now we’re moving into units we 
don’t know, who don’t know any- 
thing about us,” he said. “I'll miss 
the people most.” 

It’s a. special group, said Maj. 
Gen. Wayne Marty, who presided 
over the afternoon’s ceremonies. 

“The spirit of these men is just 
marvelous,” Marty said. “I guess 
when you jump, that gives it extra 
esprit.” 


The 148rd Infantry is one of the 
few Texas units that can trace its 
history earlier than World War II. 
It received the federal 143rd desig- 
nation in 1917, when it was called 
on to serve in World War I. 

During World War II, the 143rd 


-suffered 9,000 casualties, and five of 


its soldiers were awarded the 
Medal of Honor. 

Through the years, the unit has 
known times of peace when it was 
disbanded, only to be re- 
established, Marty said, adding 
that he wouldn’t be surprised to see 
it revived once again, when the 
nation’s need arises. 

The 148rd’s wartime mission of 


‘providing airborne reconnais- 


sance for the 3rd Armor Corps has 
been transferred to the Georgia 


National Guard, ostensibly be- 
cause the mission is considered 
antiquated in today’s military. 

“Politics is the reason this unit is 
going out of business today,” said 
Sibley Cooley, president of the 
Houston Light Guard Veterans 
Association. 

Retired Col. Julian Philips drove 
from his home in Houston to see the 
jump and ceremony. 

He joined the unit as a private 
when he was 16 years old, in 1938, 
and fought through World War IT in 
Italy, France and Austria. 

“I guess more than anything else, 
you hate to see it wind down,” he 
said. 


You may contact Janet Jacobs at 
jjacobs@statesman.com or 445-3698. 


Corrections 


E Sunday’s front-page article on executive pay 
said Netpliance co-founder Kent Savage was ter- 
minated by the company. Public filings by Netpli- 
ance outline a termination agreement between 
Savage and the company, but the company says 
Savage first resigned, an act that triggered the ter- 
mination agreement. 

E Monday’s Metro & State article about the fi- 
nal paratrooper jump of the 148rd Infantry at 
Camp Swift incorrectly referred to the unit as a 
division. The 143rd Infantry is a regiment. 

E A July 15 Metro & State article about the ex- 
cavation of woolly mammoth bones near Colorado 
City incorrectly attributed a statement to Joe Tay- 
lor, director of the Mount Blanco Fossil Museum. 
It was Bobby Bammel, geology department chair- 
man at Hardin-Simmons University, who said evi- 
dence suggests that a shallow midcontinental 
ocean covered the region 100 million years ago. 
Taylor places the age of the mammoth fossils at 
Colorado City at only 3,500 to 4,000 years old. 


Corrections policy: te Austin American-Statesman 
strives for accurate and complete coverage. We correct sig- 
nificant errors of fact. To report an error, please call 445- 
3851 or send an e-mail message to 
, editors@statesman.com. 
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